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Barrington Launches New Fellowship to 
Foster Community Inclusion & Belonging 

Chicagoland Fellows selected for A Year of Courageous Conversations 
 
Barrington, IL — As America becomes increasingly diverse, and our politics polarized, how can we each foster 
greater inclusion and belonging in our communities? This question sparked the new series, A Year of 
Courageous Conversations, presented by Urban Consulate and community partners at Barrington's White 
House, a historic cultural center 35 miles northwest of Chicago. 
 
Recognizing the strong interest in the sold-out launch event featuring Krista Tippett of On Being and The 
Civil Conversations Project, series co-curators Rev. Dr. Zina Jacque, Jessica Swoyer Green and Claire 
Nelson opened a call for applications to join an intergenerational cohort of Fellows. 
 
The ask: To participate in the full year of monthly sessions; to join additional gatherings for deeper learning, 
reading and dialogue; and to share learnings through blogging, public speaking, social media and word of mouth 
throughout the year. Cohort gatherings are convened by Sam Adams-Lanham, Community Engagement 
Librarian at Barrington Area Library following the public sessions at Barrington's White House. 
 
"We wanted the series to be open and accessible to the community to attend one, two or all ten sessions," 
explains Green. "But we also wanted to offer an opportunity for going deeper, with more intimate dialogue, 
practice and skill-building within a smaller cohort committed to learning and growing together."  
 
In April, the program was awarded a grant of $10,000 from Barrington Area Community Foundation in 
support of the Fellowship, joining series sponsors Jessica & Dominic Green, Kim Duchossois, Sue & Rich 
Padula and BMO Wealth Management. 
 
"The interest has been beyond our expectations," says Jacque of Community Church of Barrington. "Our 2019 
sessions sold out right away, and beautiful, thoughtful applications poured in for the Fellowship — from all 
walks of life, ages 15 to 85, left-leaning and right-leaning, multiple zip codes and cultural traditions and personal 
motivations for leaning into topics that can often seem daunting." 
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Some examples of why Fellows applied, in their own words: 
 

● "The title of the series grabbed my soul. My friends have always referenced me as 'the ultimate 
optimist.' Like so many Americans, I haven’t felt so optimistic lately; that’s a conversation. There’s 
something magical and powerful about being in a room with many faces from diverse backgrounds, 
willing to share their histories." -Stacey Mays-Douglas 

 
● "After I finished the article about the series, I let out a 'Hallelujah.' Could these conversations teach 

more inclusion? Our family is vested in this community, and I'd like to keep our family here and be a 
part of this amazing campaign." -Carolyne Osterhues 

 
● "It is the most important conversation we need to have in our society today. I want to be part of the 

effort to heal the wounds. Both my parents were bigots. My grandmother was even worse. I feel like 
those prejudices are ingrained in my DNA, and it is not who I want to be." -Michael Hannigan 

 
We are pleased to announce the 2019-2020 Fellows: 

 
● Jason Altmann 
● Lynée Alves 
● Abigail Bergan 
● Carol Bier-Laning 
● Stephanie Blatchley 
● Fiona Boborci 
● Susanne Brock 
● Rayanne Coy 
● Lisa Erdeljon 
● Wendy Farley 
● Stephanie Gates 

● David Gibbons 
● Michael Hannigan 
● Jeanne Hanson 
● Kelly Haradon 
● Kelly Hoogenakker 
● Julie Kanak 
● Aaron Kirk 
● Stacey Mays-Douglas 
● Bernice McCarthy 
● Alayne McNulty 
● Carolynn Muci 

● Carolyne Osterhues 
● Maria Peterson 
● Alexander Richardson 
● Danyaal Sami 
● Raphae Sami 
● Gary Schmitz 
● Tamara Tabel 
● Amy Venditti 
● Jenny Welsh 

 
The cohort is also joined by two sign language interpreters, Racheal Griffin and Sara Lucas. 
 
For more information about the series, please visit our website at CourageousConversations.us 
 
For Fellow portraits, quotes or permissions, please contact Claire Nelson at urbanconsulate@gmail.com.  
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